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Sixteen quotes from Dr. King 
reach out in permanence 
along the granite wall facing 
the Tidal Basin. From his 
earliest work in the Civil 
Rights Movement to the days 
of advancement in the 1960’s, 
these words reflect the power 
of Dr. King’s words to inspire 
to the modern day. 

The March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom, culminated in Dr. King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech, delivered a stone’s throw 
away from the memorial, before the Reflecting 
Pool, underneath the benevolent watch of the 
statue of President Abraham Lincoln. 



The 36 columns represent the 
states in the union at the time 
of Lincoln's death, the 48 
stone festoons on the attic 
above the columns represent 
the 48 states in 1922.  On the 
south wall mural, Freedom, 
Liberty, Immortality, Justice, 
and the Law are pictured, 
while the north wall portrays 
Unity, Fraternity, and Charity. 

“In this temple, as in the hearts of the people 
for whom he saved the Union, the memory of 
Abraham Lincoln is enshrined forever." 
Beneath these words, the 16th President of the 
United States sits immortalized in marble as an 
enduring symbol of unity, strength, and 
wisdom. 



Fifty-six granite pillars 
celebrate the unprecedented 
unity of the nation during 
WWII. Each state and 
territory from that period 
and the District of Columbia 
is represented by a pillar 
adorned with oak and wheat 
bronze wreaths and 
inscribed with its name; the 
pillars are arranged in the 
order of entry into the Union 

The World War II Memorial honors the 16 million 
who served in the armed forces of the U.S., the more 
than 400,000 who died, and all who supported the 
war effort from home.  The Second World War is the 
only 20th Century event commemorated on the 
National Mall’s central axis. 



The FDR Memorial on the 
National Mall is the second 
FDR Memorial in 
Washington, DC. The first 
one was built just the way 
Roosevelt wanted: a marble 
block no larger than his desk. 
The memorial stone stands 
on the northwest grounds of 
the National Archives 
Building, facing the U.S. 
Navy Memorial. 

President Roosevelt entered his historic third term in 1941 
mindful of the worsening world situation as well as the strongly 
isolationist feeling shared by most Americans. Events drew this 
country into the most destructive war in history and the nation 
looked to the President to provide bold leadership and guidance 
in uncertain times. 



The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is the largest of 
the many reflecting pools in Washington, D.C., 
United States. It is a long and large rectangular pool 
located on the National Mall, directly east of the 
Lincoln Memorial, with the Washington Monument 
to the east of the reflecting pool.   
 
Part of the iconic image of Washington, the 
reflecting pool hosts many of the 24 million visitors a 
year who visit the National Mall.  It is lined by 
walking paths and               
shade trees on both               
sides. Depending on            
the viewer's vantage                  
point, it dramatically           
reflects the Lincoln              
Memorial, the Mall's               trees 
and expansive sky or  
the Washington        
Memorial 







Housing original copies of the three main 
formative documents of the United States 
and its government: the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill 
of Rights and an original version of the 1297 
Magna Carta displayed to the public in the 
main chamber of the National Archives,  or 
Rotunda for the Charters of Freedom. 



A living memorial to the Holocaust, the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum inspires 
citizens and leaders worldwide to confront hatred, 
prevent genocide, and promote human dignity.  
 
Since its dedication in 1993, the Museum has 
welcomed more than 36 million visitors, including 
96 heads of state and more than ten million school-
age children.  







On behalf of the American people, lay to rest 
those who have served our nation with dignity 
and honor, treating their families with respect 
and compassion, and connecting guests to the 
rich tapestry of the cemetery's living history, 
while maintaining these hallowed grounds 
befitting the sacrifice of all those who rest 
here in quiet repose. 




